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Death of a Mystery Man 

Elements of International Intrigue Surface After ‘Routine’ Crime 
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ernments of Spain and Mexico for 
hush-hush services rendered during World 
II, an American liaison officer to 
Britain’s Lord Mountbatten of Burma, a 
decoding eiqpert who visited such wartime 
hot spots as Saipan and Tinian, and who 
even years later made mysterious trips to 
Mexico and Europe, usually with a body- 
guard, a man cautious and secretive — was 
killed in his own apartment with no sign of 
forced entry. 

“It’s a complex case,” agreed Sgt. Wayne 
Horton, whose Wilshire Division detectives 
have labored to solve the case since the 
body was found. Horton said they would 
c heck with the CIA and the FBL but h P 
added that there is no indication that it was 
anything other than a robbery -murder 
( polic e spe c ulate that the victim died white " 
bemg tied up ). 

The body of retired Cmdr. Stuart P. 
James was found stuffed under the kitchen 
sink of his mid -Wilshire apartment nine 
days ago. 

His brother-in-law, Robert Perrera, 
found the body when ne delivered James’ 
Social Security check and tjie retired Navy 
man did not answer the elaborate secret 
knock that he had insisted his acquaint- 
ances use since he was mugged out front six 
months earlier— a coded knock that he 
changed every few months as a security 
precaution. 


Reluctant to Talk 

James, a Stanford letterman, 
went into the Navy in 1939, and 
even after he left the service in 
1946, he was close-mouthed, with 
more than the usual diffidence of 
men home from war, Perrera says. 
“All he would say was. 1 did my 
part’" 

Apartment manager Gertrude 
Rubenstein said that aside from 
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.lames had evidently just returned from a 
market when the intruder caught up with 
him— groceries were strewn on the floor. 
So were the contents of the apartment 
where he had lived for eight years. The 
place, police said, was “completely ran- 
sacked.” And in a green attache case 
usually hidden in the closet, the intruder 
found and stole: 
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